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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New Exhibition: Collecting Modern American Art: The Charles and Babette Wampold
Collection at the Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts to Open October 10, 2025

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — October 10, 2025 — A new exhibition entitled Collecting Modern Art:
The Charles and Babette Wampold Collectionat the Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts is set
to open Oct. 10, 2025, at MMFA — One Museum Drive, Montgomery, AL 36117. It will be on
view in the Goldman and Richard Galleries. The museum is proud to temporarily reassemble
the Wampolds’ collection, which they presented to the MMFA between 1982 and 2018.

Charles and Babette Wampold took regular, meaningful trips to New York City—the heart of
i _ the American art world during the 20" century—to explore and learn
‘ ,“Ha:%m& :'] : ”‘ . about art. They were deeply committed to studying art and history,
W ‘ A W4 and this knowledge helped shape their impressive art collection. This

. collection represents their excellent taste in American painting of the
% early and mid-20th century, as well as their contribution to the
Museum’s representation of art in that critical era. Their passion for

' both learning and collecting ultimately enriched not only their own

| home but also the MMFA. Margaret Lynne Ausfeld, the Museum's

. Senior Curator, said about the Wampolds and their collection, "With
the gift of the Wampolds’ collection, the Museum acquired

] _ outstanding examples of early 20th-century American art. While the
Museum had previously held great examples of 19th-century work,

(American, 1901-1973), Happiness

_ - itimmediately became a better, more complete representation of
Farm (detail), 1946, oil on canvas,

Gift of Babette L. Wampold in American art when the Wampolds gifted these fine works
s o, gf Charles H. Wampold, 4 5sembled with love and care.”

The exhibition will open with a special reception from 5 p.m. to 7
p.m., offering guests the opportunity to raise a glass with the
children of Charles and Babette Wampold. This reception

honors the Wampolds’ enduring philanthropic legacy and also
celebrates the opening of Sawyer Rose: The Carrying Stones

Figure 2 credit line: Abraham Rattner
(American, 1893-1978), Composition with
Project. Three Figures, 1952, oil on canvas,
Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts, Gift of
Babette L. and Charles H. Wampold,
2006.10

For more information on Collecting Modern Art, please visit:
https://mmfa.org/exhibition/collecting-modern-american-art/
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GENERAL INFORMATION

WHAT: Collecting Modern Art: The Charles and Babette Wampold Collection at the
Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts Exhibition Opening October 10, 2025; Reception to begin at
5p.m.

INFORMATION: www.mmfa.org | 334.625.4347 | @MontgomeryMFA

MEDIA CONTACT
Kenyah Fair-Young: kfair-young@mmfa.org | 334.625.4347

Alyse Holt: alyse@bgracemedia.com | 2025.518.4937

MMFA BACKGROUND

Founded in 1930, the Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts is recognized as a leading arts and
cultural resource within Alabama and the American Southeast. Located within the scenic
Blount Cultural Park, the Museum boasts a three-acre sculpture garden and a permanent
collection known for its American art and Old Master prints. Recent acquisitions and a
schedule of diverse temporary exhibitions reflect the organization’s strategic objective to
better represent the breadth and depth of perspectives of those who call the River Region
home today. Through accessible educational programming and community events, the
Museum provides compelling experiences centered on human creativity.

The MMFA is a department of the City of Montgomery and is supported by funds from the City,
with additional funds from the Montgomery County Commission and the Montgomery
Museum of Fine Arts Association. For more information, visit MMFA.org or follow us
@montgomeryMFA.
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