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William King Museum of Art Visits Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts to Explore
Innovative Security Systems Integration

Montgomery, AL — August 19, 2025 — The Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts (MMFA)
recently welcomed colleagues from the William King Museum of Art (WKMA) in Abingdon,
Virginia, for a collaborative visit centered on MMFA’s implementation of the Art Sentry
security system. The visit, held on August 12, was inspired by MMFA’s recent feature in the
Art Sentry case study and served as a valuable opportunity for professional exchange and
institutional learning.

Art Sentry is a state-of-the-art motion-detection
security system designed specifically for museums
to protect artwork without compromising the
visitor’s experience. Unlike traditional surveillance
methods that rely on visible barriers or constant
human oversight, Art Sentry uses discreet sensors to
alert security personnel when someone gets too

close to a protected object. This allows for a more
open and inviting gallery environment, where guests
can explore freely and engage more intimately with
the art. At the Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts, the
decision to implement Art Sentry was rooted in a
dual commitment to preserving the integrity of the
collection and fostering a welcoming, inclusive

space. By removing physical barriers and minimizing

intrusive oversight, the system aligns seamlessly WKMA visits the MMFA, Margaret Lynne Ausfeld, Head of
Curatorial at the MMFA demonstrates the use of Art Sentry

. , . .
with MMFA’s mission to make art more accessible in the permanent collection gallery

and enjoyable for all.

The WKMA team, including Director of Security & Property Management Kevin Leonard and
Senior Curator Anna Buchanan, visited MMFA to observe the Art Sentry system in action
and gain insight into how it enhances both object protection and visitor experience. The day
included a guided gallery tour, a technical Q&A with MMFA’s operations and security
teams, and a cultural outing to the Legacy Museum. At the heart of this initiative is MMFA’s
commitment to balancing security with accessibility. The Art Sentry system empowers the
museum to protect its collections while fostering a more open and engaging environment
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for visitors. By using discreet, sensor-
based technology, the system allows
guests to experience artwork up close
without intrusive barriers—supporting
MMFA’s mission to make art more
approachable and inclusive.

“We were honored to host our peers
from WKMA and share our experience
with Art Sentry,” said India L. Wilson,
MMFA’s Head of Operations. “This visit
was not only about technology—it was

MMFA’s Head of Operations, India Wilson and Chief of Security, about building relationships and
Ken Nielsen lead a table discussion on the benefits of Art Sentry Supporting one another in our shared

for visitor engagement L. .
mission to protect and present artin

meaningful ways. Collaborations like this allow us to exchange ideas, learn from each
other’s successes and challenges, and ultimately strengthen the field. It’s incredibly
rewarding to contribute to a broader dialogue around how we care for our collections while
welcoming the public into closer connection with art.”

This visit also underscored the value of peer collaboration in the museum field. MMFA was
proud to serve as a resource for WKMA as they explore similar solutions for their institution.
The visit was made possible through the leadership of India L. Wilson, MMFA’s Head of
Operations, whose vision and initiative brought Art Sentry to the museum. Her work has
positioned MMFA as a model for integrating technology in ways that enhance both security
and visitors’ experience.

Chief of Security, Ken Nielsen also describes the experience, “Since adopting Art Sentry,
every opportunity to collaborate with professionals in our field around this technology has
become a chance to exchange ideas, questions, and diverse perspectives. These
interactions deepen our understanding of how our counterparts operate.”

As MMFA looks ahead, the integration of Art Sentry continues to play a vital role in shaping
a more engaging and accessible visitor experience. The system augments the exemplary
service provided by officers securing our galleries for the safety of our collections,
exhibitions, and guests while providing informed and friendly assistance to visitors. This
visit from WKMA highlights the value of peer institution collaboration, sharing knowledge,
challenges, and solutions that strengthen the field. With leaders like India L. Wilson
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championing thoughtful innovation, MMFA remains committed to advancing museum
practices that prioritize both protection and public connection.

For more information on Art Sentry at the MMFA please visit:
https://www.artsentry.com/case-studies/montgomery-museum-of-fine-arts/

GENERAL INFORMATION

WHAT: The William King Museum of Art Visits Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts to Explore
Innovative Security Systems Integration

INFORMATION: www.mmfa.org | 334.625.4347 | @MontgomeryMFA
MEDIA CONTACT

Kenyah Fair-Young: kfair-young@mmfa.org | 334.625.4347

MMFA BACKGROUND

Founded in 1930, the Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts is recognized as a leading arts and
cultural resource within Alabama and the American Southeast. Located within the scenic
Blount Cultural Park, the Museum boasts a three-acre sculpture garden and a permanent
collection known for its American art and Old Master prints. Recent acquisitions and a
schedule of diverse temporary exhibitions reflect the organization’s strategic objective to
better represent the breadth and depth of perspectives of those who call the River Region
home today. Through accessible educational programming and community events, the
Museum provides compelling experiences centered on human creativity.

The MMFA is a department of the City of Montgomery and is supported by funds from the
City, with additional funds from the Montgomery County Commission and the Montgomery
Museum of Fine Arts Association. For more information, visit MMFA.org or follow us
@montgomeryMFA.
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