The Nature of Home
Tile Design and Poetry Worksheet by Tara Sartorius

The original call for entries from Troy University’s Department of Art and Design called for images reflecting the
idea of “the nature home.” We requested designs and writing. The following is an adaptation of the same idea,
but modified for individual or classroom short-term use.

1)

2)

Tile Design. This is a challenge! Render your design in black and white. No grey. No color. Simple is
better. Fit your design into one of the squares. It may contain a single image or multiple shapes. Do not use
letters, words, commercial or sports team logos, religious symbols, hearts, or common clichés. Draw on
personal memories unique to you. The worksheet has four squares, but you will likely use only one or two.
The squares for tessellated tiles use the Fibonacci spiral for grounding your composition.

Writing. Using 54 words maximum, write about your imagery in the form of a “Fibonacci” series of words.
The first line has one word; the second line has one word; the third line has 2 words; the fourth line has 3
words; the fifth line has 5 words; the sixth line has 8 words; the seventh line has 13 words and the eighth
line has 21 words. Rhyming is optional.

For example:
(1) Inside
(1) My
(2) Heartand
(3) Mind is home.
(5) Ilove a good view
(8) While sipping tea with a friend or two.
(13) Our caring and thinking together creates a sense of belonging that encompasses others.
(21) When we collaborate and support one another in love, effort, creativity, humor, and curiosity, we will
all benefit for the good.

Suggested way to begin:
Sometimes it helps to just write, count the words, and then break them into lines.

(54 words max)

Inside my heart and mind is home. | love a good view while sipping tea with a friend or two. Our caring and
thinking together creates a sense of belonging that encompasses others. When we collaborate and support
one another in love, effort, creativity, humor, and curiosity, we will all benefit for the good.
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Design Form: The Nature of Home

Artist First Name: Last Name:
School: Email address:
City: State: Country:

Draw below, in black ink, personal imagery and symbols connected to your ideas about “the nature of
home.” Do not use letters, words, commercial or sports team logos, religious symbols, hearts, or common
clichés. Draw on personal memories unique to you. Must be pure black & white, no grey and no color. Be
respectful and creative. If you want to go “free form” use the blank squares on the left. If you want to
tesselate your design, place endpoints of some lines touching corners and edges as marked.
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Poetry Form: The Nature of Home

Artist First Name: Last Name:

Poem:
1 word:

1 word:

2 words:

3 words:

5 words:

(minimum: you may stop here if you wish)

8 words:

13 words:

21 words:

(maximum: no more than 54 words total!)

(Feel free to doodle, re-write, or practice below.)
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